
Backward Number Chains: Find the Start

Name: Date:

Only the last number is given. Work backward with the opposite operation to fill every
circle.

1.

start?

×3 -5 ×3 +6 +3
48

2.

start?

+4 ÷2 ×2 ÷2 +9
20

3.

start?

-9 ×2 ×2 ÷2 ÷2
8

4.

start?

+3 -6 ÷2 +6 +4
31

5.

start?

÷2 ÷2 -8 ×3 +9
21

6.

start?

-6 -5 ÷2 +8 ×3
45

7.

start?

-5 +3 ×3 -2 +6
58
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Backward Number Chains: Find the Start

Answer Key

Only the last number is given. Work backward with the opposite operation to fill every
circle.

1.

start?

×3 -5 ×3 +6 +3
6 18 13 39 45 48

2.

start?

+4 ÷2 ×2 ÷2 +9
18 22 11 22 11 20

3.

start?

-9 ×2 ×2 ÷2 ÷2
17 8 16 32 16 8

4.

start?

+3 -6 ÷2 +6 +4
45 48 42 21 27 31

5.

start?

÷2 ÷2 -8 ×3 +9
48 24 12 4 12 21

6.

start?

-6 -5 ÷2 +8 ×3
25 19 14 7 15 45

7.

start?

-5 +3 ×3 -2 +6
20 15 18 54 52 58
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